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EAR in its ſimple Nature is neither a 
irtue 18 a Vice, neither dis 55 rof | ji 
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even the of of Evils. "The Sinners 
n Zion are afraid; Fear fulneſs bas furprized ©: 
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the 12 ing Fire? who among us all duel 


9 W n 1 


with « everlaſting Burnings? But ſometimes. 
the Cauſe of this Paſſion is Fancy more than 
Reality ; ſomething in the Imagination only. 
As when the Pſalm/t tells us * There were 
they in great Fear, where no Fear was; no * 
3 Cauſe for Fear. 

The Object of Fear is ſome future Evil. 
When theEvilis preſent, our Fears are changed 
into Grief, our Terrors into Sorrows. - The 
Paſſion of Fear till looks forward, ſpies the 
Storm at a Diſtance ; and, while it paſſes by, 
as it were, the Evils that lie upon us, it diſturbs 
the Mind with thoſe in Expectation. The 
Apoſtle therefore, in a certain Caſe, calls it a 


fearful looking for of Judgment; not the fuf- 


fering of it, uk a looking for it. 
Fear conſiders the Evil not only as future, G 
but approaching towards us. While it keeps 
at a Piſtance, and makes no viſible Advances, 
the Mind is uſually pretty calm and quiet. To 
ſtir up the Paſſion of Fear in our Breaſt, it is 
needful to view the Evil in an impending State, 
as near, and the Danger as imminent. T hoſe 
Judgments that moved not Sinners in the di- 
ſtant Threatning, cauſe Diſtreſs and Anguiſh, | 
in the approaching Execution. Blow ye the 


Trumpet in Zion, and ſound ye an Alarm in 
my holy Mountain. Let all the Inhabitants , 


the Land tremble; for the Day of the Lord 
cometh, for it is nigh at hand T. 
” Pſal, Iii. 5. f Feel ii. 1, 


In 


by to aveid this future, approaching Evil. 


Deſpair ſees no Remedy, and ſits down un- 
active; but Fear hath always a Spice of Hope 


| intermix d, which gives Birth to Endeavours, 
and makes us active to eſcape the Evil which 
hangs over our Heads. Thus, Noah, being 
warned of God of Things not ſeen as yet, moved 


with 8 prepared an Ark to the ſaving of. 


his Houſe *. Courage is active too, and reſ0- 
lute in the Uſe. of thoſe Means that are pro- 
per to keep off the impending Evil; but dif 


fers from Fear, in that it purſues with a calm 4 


and ſerene Spirit, or at leaſt, with 
tion and inward Aſſurance, what Fear 4555 


with anxious Diſtruſts and Miſgivings of Heart: 


Like the Woman in the Goſpel, who expect- 
ing the Reſentments of her Saviour for touch- 
ing the Hem of his Garment, came fearing 


and trembling, and fell down 1 him, an d 


told him all the Truth, | 


To ſpeak ſomething to fnful Fear in par- 


ticular. And this | may relate either to Per- 

ſons or Things. We chuſe to conſider it, as it re- 

lates unto Perſons, Now, there are three Sorts 

of Perſons, more eſpecially, of whom we are 
prone to- be Jmfully afraid. 3 

We are apt to be ſinfully afraid of ach as 

e great and powerful, and have conceived 

a a Dilpleafare againſt us, or againſt our Nation. * 


Power and Strength in thoſe that bear the 


Hieb. xl. 5. 
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Diſpoſition of e eds us, cxeate „ 


Diſquietude of Spirit, and a Dread of the 
_ Conſequences of their Reſentments. The 
Frowns of Saul and his Nobles ſtruck a Ter- 
ror into David. The ſuperior Force of his 
Enemy made him more apprehenſive of Dan, 
ger. The Sorrows of Death encompaſſed me; 
. Floods of ungodly Men mage me a. 
raid * | 

gl We are apt to be ſinfully afraid o thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed with a Naviſh Fear and 
Pread of us, eſpecially if there be Subtilty 
and Numbers to — them conſiderable. 
The Terror upon their own Spirits makes 
them to look with an evil Eye upon us, to 
watch for and embrace every Opportunity of 
reducing our Power, and bringing us low; 
and ſpurs them on to ſuch unnatural Acts of. 
Cruelty, as Minds inſpir'd with generaus Cou- 
rage would diſdain, N ow, while we obſerve 
ſuch a ſlaviſ Dread in them, who by their 
Cunning and their Multitudes are in a Capa- 
city to put, this Danger to a greater Niſtance 
by Acts of Hoſtility againſt us, we naturally | 
grow jealous, and full of timorous Solicitude, 
ſo long as our Comforts and our Perſons are 
within their Reach, The Egyptians, when 
the Encreaſe of the Iſrael tes had rendered 
them formidable, ſay, Come on, let us deal 
' goiſely with them, left they multiply; and it come 

1 that when there falleth out any War, 


* Me xviii. 4. 3 
N ey 


. e * of Mi rl. * "" 
5 #bey j join alſo to our Enemies and 722 e 
diz, and fo get up out of the Land: therefore 
they ſet "6 9 over them to aſſlid them, 
| Now ſuch an uneaſy Apprehenſion in others 
uſually. excites a proportionable Dread in us 
who conſider our Mercies as envied and ex- 
ſed; and hence feel the ſame diſquieting 
1 Paſſions working in our own Breaſts. 
We are apt to be ſinfully afraid of a People 
or Nation of a high and unforgiving Spirit, 
and who fancy themſelves to be wronged by 
us. The proud and the implacable find it 
difficult to keep any Temper towards: thoſe 
that they conceive have .inj 3 : They 
grow impatient, reve perate. 
THOR 2 of . hold in others, 
vis, Mercy, Equity, and Self- Intereſt, are here 
of little Fa orce. Their Wrath is cruel, their 
Anger is outrageous; and who is able to ſtand 
before their Envy? 80 that to keep the Rule 

of our own See in ſuch a Caſe, and not to 

feel the guilty Perturbations of inward and ſin—- 

fu Fer, is ane n FEW 16 8 


e er. IK. 


0 enquire in the next Place, by whe” 

Signs it may be known, whether out 

Fear of Man'be a fel Fear, or no. — 
| Now it is certainly a fonful . 

7a 5 When we are more afraid of Man than 

God ; contrary to our Lord's Command, I ſay 


unto Y 


N * 


unro you, my * ende, Be not ofraid of heed.” 


that kill the Body, and after that have no more 


that they can do. But I will forewarn you, 


whom you ſhall fear. Fear bim, which after - 


be hath killed, hath Power to caſt into Hell; 
yea, T ſay unto you, fear him *. 


ow, if we are more cautious of diſpleas 
fing Man than God ; ; if we arg more ſolicitous 
to be reconciled to Men than God; if we are 


willing to forego: more, and do more to abate 


their Wrath than his; if Men's Threatnings 


and Preparations to puniſh us make a deeper 
Impreſſion upon our Spirits, than the Threat- 
nings the great God denounces, or the provi- 
dential Diſcoveries of his Diſpleaſure againſt 


us; if we fancy ourſelves ſafer, in the Favour 
al; under. the Protection of our fellow Crea- 


tures, againſt the divine Reſentments, than we 


can perſuade ourſelves to be under the Sha- 


dow of God's Wing, and in the Affurance of 


his Love, againſt the Craft and Violence of 
Men; th eſe are ſo many plain Indications ons 
we are more afraid of Men than God. | 

2dly, When we fear Men more than os; ; 


reckon a guilty Conſcience leſs to be dreaded 4 


than a Mortal's Frown. This is that Fear of 


Man which bringeth a Snare T. Now, if we 


can ſuffer Sin to reſt upon others, and ſo have 


Fellowſhip with them in their unfruitful 
Works of Darkneſs; if we. endeavour to 
ſcreen ourſelves from their Rage, by ſordid 


* Luke iv. 5. f Prov. xxix. 25. 


. ih 


9 


* 2 N nie 4 FS 7 VE 8 _ 
* n . ue 8 We No 0 
N We 5 „ E S 7 DM WO 
n Wenn 1 AS 2 $i 2 7 y „ R 
s, ID > 1 7 * FFF * ph In, 4 
r * 8 y * 2 p Tf... ĩðͤ HO Ws 
$ £4, FF. FE» ht AN 6 - 
„ 272 3 
PPP ir 3 
1 J 1 ; o 
Z r f N 7 N , 6 \ 
7 # * LE reg. 7 * 155 . 4 1 EGS 199 * 1 8 D 5 FA e . n - 0 1 
2 * £7 TA 3 + 180 8 1 i be, oh N } 
$ * * * 77 ” 2, ? 43, > 2 5 * As 4 7 1 22 4 5 , 
* 4 1 $ . OT = INS 1 n 14 . 
7 * i" ** 8 KS _ -: ; 7 22 2 
L I» . . „ , Px vo x 4 7 - 5 7 hy . * 
» 5 ; ; D; iſconr 2 on 1 n 5 ; bh * * 8 * 2 
4 N * 1 * py IP 
" $784 N . * : * 7 2 » 
. 
: FAT 17% 
i N 0 * * 
iq * 
A - 
: - 


. 


them an evident Token of Per dition, but unto MN 
us of Salvation, and that of Tas. : 


jects of our Dread than thoſe that are Go; 
ſuch as are in Confederacy with Hell, than 
thoſe that are in League with Heaven: Tho 


their carnal Weapons, than tlie Pious are with 


ks 45, dt inplanding theirVices; or by wicked” A 
| Alliances with them, or 155 Treachery 7 A A 
towards them, or by-unc = 


iſtian Revenge ; or 
if we be driven off from the Practice or Pro- 


 feffion of Religion that we might eſcape. their 


Fury, it is an evident Sign, that we fear Man 
more than Sin-. - Whereas we ſhould be in no- 
thing terrified by our Adverſaries, which is to 


| 3dly, When the Wicked are more the Ob- 
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God has promiſed to bleſs them who bleſs his 
People, and to curſe thoſe who curſe them of 


Now if the Imprecations of the Ungodly ter- 
rify us more than the humble Com paints of 


o 


3 
= . * 


the Godly againſt us, at the Throne of Grace; 


if we think ourſelves ſecurer in the Company 


.of the Wicked, in a Time of 's ublick Con- 


fuſion, than in the Aſſembly of the Rix hte = 
if we think ourſelves fafer; ek defended W216 | = 


the Armour of God, or in having him for their 
Sun and Shield, their hig gh Tower and Rock 
of Defence ; if this be he Caſe, it is eaſy to 


determine, that a fin fat, Fear of Man has' got 
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the Aſcendant over us. 


.4thly, When our Fear of Men be us 


from Duty, or di Hurbs us in Duty. Thais 66 3 


: Gen. xi. 3. 
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Paſſions, 'be they Fear or uy 1 a ak 
make us leſs frequent in Prayer, in hearin in 
praiſing God, or any other Duty in our 

ſtian Courſe; or that render us IiſMefs and colll - 
therein, are doubtleſs, finful as to tel: Objett 
or Degree. 

In a Word, if our Fear of Man bunte 
us into the Likeneſs of thoſe we fear if it 
draws us into the fame irregular Reſentments 
and Defence, making us implacable, impa- 
tient, revengeful, like them; if our Fear of 
Man, (as it is ſaid of the Wrath of Man) is 
fo far from working the Righteouſneſs of God, 
that it abates, or claſhes with the Fear o 
God, and leaves us leſs under the Influence -. 
of ſpiritual and eternal Things, by the Fruits 
we * know it to be finful and irregular, | 


8E & K. It. 


fo e hep-th ffat Fear of 
Man, we would do well to conſider, 

That it makes the Evil that we fear, worſe 

b ie really is : It is a magnifying Glaſs, and 
ſwells a Mole-hill into a Mountain. Many 

have ſunk under the Weight of their own 

Fears, who but for them, would probably 

| have ſtood under the Preflure of the very Evi 

they lived in fear off 
Fear makes the good Man leſs than he 

otherwiſe would be. It makes him leſs able, 


leſs willing to carry that Croſs, which he ap- 
1 
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Chriſtian, who is animated by a Spirit of Cou- 
rage, will venture more, and endure more, 
than andther Chriſtian much ſtronge r in other 
Reſpects, Deg; funk under dork Burd rden of his- 
own Fears. 0 
It expoſes us to that which is far worſe chan 
the Evi we. fear, by diverting us from our 
Duty, and fo la ying us open to the Diſplea- 
ſure of God. This we learn from the Exhor- 
tation to the Prophet Jeremiah, Gird up thy 
Loins and ariſe, and ſpeak unto them off this 
I command tber; be not afraid ur their Fates, 
left I confound thee, or break thee- in Pieces be- 
ore them *, Man is not much feared, but 
when God is out of Sight, or not duly re- 
membered. I, eben I. r that comfort 
erb you, and who art thou, that thou /bouldft 
be afraid of a Man that ſhall die, aud of the 
Son of Man that ſhall be made as Graſe? and 
forgets the Lord thy Mater, that hath Chinn 
forth the Heavens, and laid the Foundat ion of 
- er and hath feared 8 eve) 
„ becauſe. of the F of the Oppreffer\. 4 
if 7 Was wt as deftroy 2 both th 
Fury of the © fort - 5 JA 
So much for the Malady incident to human nan” 
Nature, eſpecially -in evil Times, v/2. 4 fine! 
ful Fear of Men. The beſt Remedy againit 
this Malady, is a holy Truſt in God, which 
we ſhall conſider under munen 
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A Holy 77% in Go may be deſciibed 
thus: It is a pleaſing Rt of the Mind, 
arifing from a lively Expectation of. the probes 
ble br certain Enjoyment f ſome future ſubſtan- 


tial Good, or - Eſc — From fome future threat. 
ing Evil, grounde, a ftrong Perſuaſion of 
the Divine Saffciency Faithfulnefs. _ 
That the Remedy may be more fully — 
derſtood, and more deeply impreſſed upo 
our Minds, it will not be — Ms. 2 
more diſtinẽt Survey of the ſeveral Parts of this 
Deſcription. | 
The Ogect of this holy Truſt we make. to 
be both Good and Evil. "Dar ws may and 
ought to put our Truſt in God, . 
the Mercies we want, but. alſo againſt the Ca- 
lamities we fear: To procure. the Good; Truft 
in the Lord, and do Good, ſo ſhalt. thou dwell. 
in the Land, and .verily. thou ſhalt be fed u. 
To prevent the Evil; O Free God, in thee. 
do. I put my Truſt. Save we five all 25 
that perſecute me, and deliver me +. 
In a holy Truſt, we conſider this Good or. 
Evil as future, as ſomething at a Diſtance and 


to come. Man is endowed with a Power to 
foreſee ap proaching Wants and Dangers. hour 


deſirable Aach an Enjoyment would be in fu- 
ture Life, or how grievous ſuch an Afflfiction: 


And 


* P al. xxxvii. 3. E al, vii. I. 
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And to eaſe his eu Cares or Feats bs I 
the one or the other, he is allowed, he is com- 
manded to put his Truft in God concerning 
them, And as Fear looks forward, and 18 
_ employ'd about ſore diſtant, ending 
Good, or threatning Evil; ſo this holy Tſe 
which is defigned as an Antidote 
Fear, looks at the ſame diſtant bop | 
| Where there is this holy Confidence in 
God, we not only ſurvey the Bleſſings we 
would enjoy, or the Mileries we would eſcape 
but our Minds are wrought up to an 
Deſire, to an inward Hope and real Ex 
tion, Viz. to enjoy the one, and efcaj the 
other. It is what we look and wait for. 
While Deſpair ſes rio poſſible Help in either 
Caſe, a Þoly Truſt in God removes the Impoſ- 
fidilities, and can hope againſt Hope, or un- 
der the greateſt viſible Diſcouragements. Thus 
Job, Though he flay me, yet will F truſt in 
him *. It enables Giver that all Things 
ſhalt work for our Good, when every 
ſeems to make againſt us; and to depend upon 
the promiſed Bleſſing, when all the Ways that 
lead to it, are to Buran Reaſon ſhut up: As | 
it is Kick of our Father Abraham, that E 
Hype, he believed in Hope, that be might 74 
come the Father of many Nations +. | 
A Heart fixed, truſting in the Lord, car- 
ries in ib a Hey Expectation of thoſe Things, 
even ſuch as bears ſome Proportion to the *. 
J a 15. # Rom, iv. 18. 
B 2 cellent 
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14 2 D3 Diſcourſe 0 N 15 
cellent Majeſty of that God, in whom foie. 
Truſt is repoſed, and to the Ground and 
Foundation upon which it ſtands. Were 
our Expectations languid and low, the Re- 
ſtraint ey would lay upon our Fears would 
be but weak and feeble, and our Truſt in the 
Lord would partake of the ſame Weakneſs, 
and conſequently would be but a very imper⸗ 
fect Remedy againſt our Fears. 
Phis holy Truſt in God ſuppoſes the En- 
joyment of the future Good, or the Eſcape 
of the future Evil probable or certain. This 
we mention to ſhew, that though the Object 
of our Hope may appear difficult, it muſt 
not be judged impoflible. - Such an Appre- 
henſion would ſtab our Confidence in God. 
We ſhall never truſt in God for that which 
either ſeems an Overmatch for his Almighty 
Power, or contrary to his unchangeable De- 
cree: To ſhew alſo, that there may be a 
holy Fruſt in God, without ſuppoſing the 
higheſt Aſſurance of every Bleſſing we hope 
for. Some Mercies indeed make a neceſ 
Part of our ſupreme Happineſs, or of the 
Means that lead to it; and ſome Evils carry 
Deſtruction in their very Nature, or Ruin and 
Deſtruction is the unavoidable Conſequence: 
Here a full Aſſurance of Hope is warrantable, 
and what a fixed Truſt in God will raiſe us 
to. But other Mercies or Evils are of a mid- 
dle Nature; what we may want or feel, 


pouſiſtent with our beſt Intereſt, or fature 
| Bleſſed- 


— 


Blefledneſs. Here therefore our Hope i is ge- 
nuine, if it riſe up only to the Degree of pro- 
bable Connection there is between the Means 
and End. z 
It carries in it a pleafing Ref of the Mind; 5 
A Reft of the Mind. Fear is tempeſtuous, and 
raiſes Storms; but this holy Fruſt lays: them 
again, and ſmooths the r Waves; 
it diſcharges the Soul of its painful Impati- 
ence, that created Torment, and gives. it Ref. 
A pleafing Reſt ; not ſuch as ariſes from a 
mere Freedom from Pain and Anxiety, from 
a Temper of Indifference about future Good 
or Evil; or from a dozing Stupidity cauſed 
by a ſecret Deſpair, which makes ſome Men 
reſolute and careleſs : An ſuch a Reſt as well- 
grounded and a e Proſpects excite in the 
l We _ therefore to hold faſt 12 
Confidence and the Rejoicing of our * firm 
unto the End. 
It is ſuch a Reſt as has the Dias 2 
ciency and Faithfulneſi for its Foundation; 
God's Power and Promiſe; who is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all wwe can ash or. 
think x: And who hath aſſured us, If we 
commit our Way unto the Lord, and truſt alſo 
in him, he ſhall bring it to paſs. fats | 
It is ſuch a Reſt as ariſes from a ferong 
Perſuaſion that theſe Attributes are engaged on 
our Side, We ſhall never have our Hearts 
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muſt 3 Batre that all his Protnifee are 
in Chriſt 72a, and in him Amen, or our Truſt 


will be as the Waves of the Sen. driven with 


the Wind, and toſſed. Neither ſhall we 
know what this holy Confidence doth mean, 
while we ſay only, with the Father of the 
Demoniac, F thou canſt do any Thing, have 
Compaſſion on us, and help us *, We muſt be 
- perſuaded, that all Things are poſſible to him 
that believeth God's Promiſes, or we ſhall ne. 
ver experience that Confidence in God, which 
hath gent ITE of rr 


SECT. . + 


O enquire, why we ſhould Kiiour after 
ſuch a holy Truft in God, eſpecially 
at a Time, when we are afraid of evil © idings 
from Men. 
And here the Reafons are various; ſome 
arifing from our Fear itfelf ; ſome from the 
8 Tidings of which we are afraid; ſome 
from the Conſideration of a Heart fixedly 
truſting in God; and ſome from the very Be- 
ing that our fixed Truſt is placed upon. 
Some ariſe from our Fear itſelf. A holy 
Truſt in God is now the more needful, to 
prevent the Extremity of Fear, to allay the 
Torment of it, and to kt: the Snare chat 
attends it. | i 


* Mark vi. 34. 


x. 10 


e Trafl in COD” "Pr 


1. To. prevent the Extremity of the Paſo 
Gom: When Fear is up, it is in its Nature im- 
petuous and violent; and if a Reſtraint be not 
laid upon it, apt to hurry the Mind into Diſ- 
traction, or Deſpair ; to ſowr the Humours of 
the Body, and to-breed Diſtempers there, and 
even ſometimes to furniſh us with the Inftru- 
ments of Violence to end our Lives: So that a 
holy Truſt in God is needful at ſuch a Time to 
fix — to the Paſſion itſelf, and to prevent 
its Extravagancies. Nothing is a better Anti- 
dote againſt Fear, than that inward. Hope 
which ſuch a Confidence in God revives in us, 
according to the Plalmiſt, I had fainted, wnleſs. 
I had ene to ſee the Goodnef of the Lord, in 
the Land of the Living *. 

2. To allay the Torment. of Fear. It is a 
Paſſion: that — the Soul in Bondage, and 
is a continual Rack unto the Mind. There 
is a great Deal of Pain and Anguith in. Its, 
Condition: Hence ſome are ſaid: thro... ther 
Fear of Death to be all their Life Time  ſabjec#” 
fo Bonaage ＋3 to a painful Perplexity of Spi- 
rit, Now a holy Truſt in God is deſirable 
at ſuch a Time to aſlwage this. Pain, and to- 

draw out the Anguiſh in our Minds, that we 
might know , ſome Intervals, at leaſt, of 
— Eaſe and Reſt; that our Spirits might 
recover Strength, and, be refreſhed; as the 
SG — exhorts, Wait en the. L. be oF 


* Pal. xxvii. 12. | 4. ii. 15. 
good 


good Courage, and be ap Pics then thine 
Heart ; alt, Iſay, on dhe Lord *. 
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* To eſcape the Snzre of ſuch Fear. Fear | 
is s reſtleſs makes us impatient for Relief; and ſo 


drives us to falſe 1 or to irregular B 
Means to obtain an Intereſt in what we make 


our Truſt, We, rather than want a preſent 


Remedy, are tempted to truſt in a Staff of a 


broken ed; whereon if a Man lean, it will 


go into his Hand and prerce it. When Saul 5 


faw the Hoſt of the Philiſtines, he was a- 
fraid, and his Heart great. trembled. | What 


| Courſe does he betake himſelf to in this Extre- 
mity ? Why, rather than bear the Torture of 
this Paſſion any longer, he goes to the Witch 
of Endor to know the Iſſue. So that a Heart 


fixed, truſting in the Lord, is neceſſary at ſuch 


a Time to eſcape the Snate ; that we perceiv- 


ing that there is Help for us in God, may not 
make Fleſh our Confidence, but wait in a 


Way of Duty on him, who is a promiſed Re | 


f in Time of Trouble. Again, 

If we attend to the Evil we are afraid of, i it 
is at ſuch a Seaſon requiſite in a ſpecial Man- 
ner to have our Hearts fixed, truſting in the 
Lord whether it be to prepare us for the Evil, 
to preſerve us thro' the Evil, or to fave us 
rom it, 


r. A holy Truſt in God is neceſſary in 


order to prepare us for the Evils of which we- 
are afraid. What can reconcile us more to ap- 


* P/al. xxvii. 14. 11 San. xxviii. 5. 


> proaching, 


*. 


„ ESE ENTINN — a 
RE 9 e F 1 4 F 8 R 
% * 7 r 4 3 1 — = FR — 1 inne 22 J A * o an ER. $a ofa; ht k 6 * 
* JJ§Ü§ê—Ü r ˙ ͥ;twꝛ AAA! runes ARON A W 

N AS i r n wo * n A wy 8 N neg Vas. ; 4 9 * +: : ? ? 4 . | 

5 — * Fs LN Os ITY * 9 ps NF 188 * EL Mes POR of oe. 7 1 2 $a . Me x 8 * 3 r RES : 22 r . ; 1 5 * 8 2 8 * 
1 * a. * " EAA 4» 0 * "4 25 i Sn © # 1 WEI e 5 J 4 * 9 NK N 4. TY >. l » KS 

e Y F 155 , = e IF hors. RF N * o 1 

8 = TR >= 4 ” - 9 * 4 . . p 
7: he TOR AI WS oO 95 — 7 2 
— 


2 Holy Truſt in COD 19 
rroaching, impending Evils, than this? To 
he our Right in better Bleſſings, than thoſe 

that are now in Danger; and to be perſuaded of 
the ſecret Tendency of future Troubles, ſhould 
they come, to ſecure thoſe Bleſſings. Mh,, Moi 
thoſe whoſe Hearts are fixed, truſting in the 
Lord, have God himſelf for their Inheritance, 
and this is the Ground of their Hope and Con- 
fidence; The Lord is my Portion, ſaith n 
Saul; therefore will I hope in him*, They 
know that their Treaſure is in Heaven. They 
are fatisfy'd that the main Prize is ſafe, and 
beyond the Reach of Danger; that their 
Crown of Glory however, is ſecure: And then 
they know alſo, that all things will work to- 
| gran for their good, while they ſhew their 
Love to God by repofing their Truſt in him. 
And thus, they are provided againſt the Storm. 
It is for this Cauſe Paul and his Companions 
fainted. not, ta conſider, how their /ight A 
flictions, which were but for a Moment, were 
working for them a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of Glory ; how they were, with 
the Captain of their Salvation, to be made per- 
fect by Suffering, . EN 
2. In order to preſerve them thro the Evils * 
of which they are afraid. Ab ſuch a Time 
the Devil is a buſy Adverſary, and our Graces 
are tried to Purpoſe. Satan hath deſired to 
have us, that he might fift us as Wheat; and 
when we fall into divers Temptations, tis 
called a Trying of our Faith. So that we have 
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need of Patience at ſuch an Hour. But no 
there is nothing contributes more to the 
Strength of Patience, than an holy Confidence 
in God, that his Grace ſhall be Tufficient for 
us, and his Strength made perfect in our Weak- 
neſs. This humble Dependence, if any 
thing, muſt enable Patience to do her perfect 
Work ; which lies in compoſing the Heart to 
a fweet and ſubmuſfive Frame under Sufferings; 
in keeping under all Emotions to repine and 
murmur in enabling us to wait for Deliverance 
in God's Time and Way, enduring to the 
End. Nay, 

z. Such a holy Dependence is neceſſary 
to fave us from the Evils we fear. This holy 
Confidence in God is the great Qualification 
to which Salvation is annexed. We might 
here enumerate ſome of thoſe Evik we ate 
prone to fear from Man; and ſhew what a 
particular Proviſion there is made againſt thoſe 
Evils, in the gracious Promiſes annexcd to ſuch 
a holy Truſt, 

Dverthrow and Defeat in a Day of Battle, 
is what we are prone to be afraid of, 
ally, if the Enemy be better appointed, ad 
more numerous than we. But now Victory 
is promiſed to thoſe who hope in God, not- 
withſtanding the Multitude of their Adverſa- 
ries. This is aſſigned as the Reaſon, why 
Forty- four Thouſand 1/raelitesprevailed againſt 
a Hoſt much thigher than they, and flew of 
the Enemy 100,000 Men. They were belped 
againf them, ſays the Text, and the Hagarites 
| were 
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were delivered into their Hands, ge all that 
were with them. For they Sas ty dts God in the 
Battle, and he was entreated of of them, e 
they f f their Truſt in him*. 

> = rejected and forſaken of others ; to 
live as a Sparrow upon the Houſe Top, or 

a Pelican in the Wilderneſs, without the Re- 

gard or Pity, of our Acquaintance, Friends, 

and Equals, is a Condition we naturally dread 

_ and fly from. But now a 9 God 
delivers us from this Evil, or at leaſt the Sting of 
it, None of them that truft in the Lord fhall be 
deſolate; forſaken, or comfortleſs . They that . 
hate the rightegus Hall be deſolate. —— 
Reproach and Calumny is another Object 
of our Fear. We are very apprehenſive, of 
every Thing that may give an open Stab, or 
— Wound to our Reputation. Hence we 
are cautioned againſt an anxious, ſolicitous 
Fear about this Evi. Fear ye not the Reproach 
of Men: Neither be ye afraid of their Revi. 
ings. Now a holy Truſt in God will not 
only relieve us — thoſe timorous Appre- 
henfions, but alſo deliver us from the Evil we 
Fear. Commit thy Way "y the Lord, truſt 
allo in him; and he will bring it to paſs. He Pall 

bring forth thy Richreouſuch a as the Light, and 
the Judgment as the Neon Day 

__ .. Fhe precarious, uncertain State of all our 
Enjoyments by reaſon of ſurrounding Enemies 
and Dangers, is another Occaſion of 
Solicitude and Fear. But needful Mercies are 


F 1 Chron, v. 20. Pſ. xxxiv. 21, 22, || Pf. xxxvii.5, 6+ 
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not the more Wk to Heard, if we regu” 


Lord ſhall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be © 
removed, but abideth for ever. As the Moun- © 
tains are round Feruſalem, ſo the Lord is round 
about his People, Mar henceforth, even i: * 
. Jes 

|. ewe regard the Act itſelf of eruping i in the 

| Lord, we ſhall find that the Time in which. 

| we are afraid of evil Tidings from Men, is the 

| fitteſt Seaſon for the Exerciſe of this Grace. 

Dur Dependence is then more genuine; is en 

| more needful, 4 

BY More genuine. When we are afraid that. 

| other Supports will fail us, our Confidence in 

| God is more pure and uncorrupted. There 

are no Mixtures of fleſhly Confidence to ſully 
and ſtain its Glory. It is a Sign that God is 
in great Eſteem with us, and that we mag- 
nify his Perfections and Faithfulneſs in our. 
T houghts; when in a Time of fearful Expec- 
tation, and Danger from ſecond Cauſes, we can. 

3 Without any human Props, ſtay ourſelves upon 

Ood's Almighty Arm and Truth. And ſo i it 

affords the greater Comfort. 

| It is then more needful. There is ; nothing: N 

now 0. keep our Heads from ſinking, our 

| Hearts from fainting, but what this holy Truſt 

E doth afford; - We look upon all Creature-Aid 

N as expiring or ſtaggering before us: In ſuch a 
Caſe, our Hearts muſt as. it were give up the 

Ghoſt, and die, if no CO flows from 


(EN. 4 5 „ 


larly truſt in God. For they that truſt in the 4 Pp 
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i Fountii, 80 that if « fined Depeatdehes 5 
upon God be ever neceſlary; it muſt be at 1 
ſuch a Seaſon, when Men of low Degree RN 
pear to be Vanity, and Men of high " 
a Lie, nay, altogether lighter than Vanity, Y 
when had i in the Balance; Nothing now af 
fording ſolid Relief againſt our e e 
Fears, but a holy Confidence in God. 

Once more; if we regard the very Being 
our Truſt is repoſed i in, a Time when we are 
afraid of evil Tidings from Men, is the fitteſt - 
Seaſon for the Exerciſe of this Grace. For now | | 
God js moſt glorified, and moſt ready to belp us. 

Now he is moſt glorified. . We "hands de- | 
clare, that the- inviſible 'Things of God are | | io 
great Realities, and that his bare Promiſe is 0 
exceeding. great and precious, a ſure Fonndas _ :; 
tion for Hope: We declare he can fave with- © M 
out the Creature, and beyond what its united — 
F orce is ſufficient for. We repreſent” God | 
to our Minds as more than all Creation, and + 
able to deliver, not only without others, but 
_ when they all conſpire againſt us; in as much 9 
as, in ſuch a Conjuncture of Fear from them, J 42 

we can make God our Confidence. © \ 
At ſuch a Seaſon God is moſt ready to bets. 
| Then in a more eſpecial Manner we are bid 

to ſtand ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of the 

| Lord. While outwatd Helps are near, there” 
is leſs need,” leſs room for any immediate De- 
pendencies upon God, or for any ſpecial In- | 3 
terpoſitions of his. But now that other Sa. 
viours confeſs themſelves broken Reeds, we 3 
T RE ns CES „„ gare a 
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arc called t to give ee unto Cod 5 belem i "IM 1 
ing; for the ſpecial. Seaſon for his intervening _ 
Help is now come, According to that, God | . 
zs our Refuge and Strength, a very preſent 
Help. in Trauble. Therefore will not we fear, 
tho the Earth be remaved, and tho! the Moun, 
rains be carried into the mali of the Sea, tho” 
the Waters thereof roar, and be troubled ; tho 
the Mountains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof” ; 
for now, in a ſpecial Manner, there is 4 Ri., 
_ the Streams whereof ſhall make glad the 
ple & fl Gad is in the midft of his Peo- 
Hall belp them ond thet . my 22 


SECT. VI.. 1 


* 6 


TE ſhall thew, Ke! a holy Truſt i in . 
God tends to prevent or abate a fin, |- 
ful Fear of Man. It becomes ſerviceable. 22 
this Purpoſe, by inſtructing us that Men are 
but the Rod in God's Hand; and therefore 
that the great God hath a more principal 
„Agency in the Evils we are afraid of, than 
they.---By repreſenting the great God by far 
more ras Fo and inclinable to prevent ſuch 
Evils, than Man is to inflict them,-—By per- 
| fuading us that the Benefit we expect from the 
Hand of endangered Mercies, ay be con- 
veyed unto us another Way.---By opening to 
us the manifold Advantages that may ariſe 
from the fanctify'd Improvement of the Evils 
Ve are threatned with. By creating. in us 4 


Hal xbri. 7, 2, Cc. 4 


pie . n 


about. And by abating thoſe towering 
Thoughts we are "prone mm entertain of Man, 


from whom the Evils we are afraid of, are 
2 the 


NN 


Rod ee and 8 the 
great a more principal Agency in 
0. Evils we are afraid of, chan they. They 
whoſe Hearts are fixed, in the Lord, 
believe that his Record is png This Belicf 
is the great Pillar and Support of their De- 
ndence. . But now what is the Record God 
th given concerning ſuch Evils? I form the 
| Light, and create Darkneſs : 1 make Peace, and 
create Evil: I the Lord do all theſe Things. 
e 
en e concerning 
2 0. hien, the 2 
aſſerted an, Of mie er, 
nie ws hr de ge 3 
tion. n again an bypocrutir 
Nation; and aguinſt the People of my Wrath 
will I give him @ Charge to take the Spoil, and 
10 take the Prey, and to tred down like. the 
Mire of the Sera, Hbvebeit be meaneth nat 
„ neither - doth his Heart think is but it is in 
bis ewe to deftroy «nd cut off Nations ant 


PR * holy Troſt in Cad diſpoſing us % 
Live Credit to this Divine Record, concerning | 


, * 7a. Xs $50; 7. | 


the Loſs of which our Fears are employed 
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. bs! chief Ine 4 in- all ſuch Bvetits, we WY 


naturally led to ſink our Fear of the Creathre, 

and to direct it towards the Creator, perceiving 

that our principal Danger, if any, is from this 
uarter. For, whatever Devices there be in a 


Mar's Heart, the Counſel of the Lord that ſhall 


fand *. This petty Paſſion of Anger in Man 


2 which once diſturbed our Breaſt ſo 
much, is now {ſwallowed up in a more awful 


Dread of that excellent Majeſty, which has the 
ſovereign Direction of all theſe Things. 


2. By repreſenting the great God by far 


mpre mighty and inclinable to prevent ſuch 
Evils, than Man is to inflict them. Thoſe 
who have a holy Confidence in God, are 
much in the Contemplation of the divine Om 


nce and Mercy; they delight to conſi- 


A der God as clothed with Almighty Power and 
infinite Compaſſion. For this Reaſon, they 
chuſe to place their Truſt in God, in Prefe- 


rence to any Creature fin 2 or all Creation 


together, as the Rock of their Confidence. 
Hence, when the combined Malice and Force 


of Men preſent themſelves to our Thoughts 
and ſpeak great and ſwelling Words in our 


Ears, ſtriking Terror and Diſmay into our 
Souls; we are led to ſet the out- ſtretched Arm 
of the Almighty and his tender Mercies againſt 
them: And finding theſe Attributes awful and 


amiable, vaſtly an over-match for what we 


fear in Man, we readily conclude, that the- 
b — for * are much weightier than 


Prov. xi. 217. 0 


thoſe 


de which g $0 leich Pe. f "Abd ns 


nee ore concerning e | 
in the fe 7 ation of. We conſider, 
there 8 5 3 hoped for from him who | 


is mighty to ſave, and whs delighteth in Mer- 


) 


This holy Truſt in in God becomes e 


Qual to affwage our guilty Fears of Man, by 


perſtading us, that che Benefits ve expected 


from | nd of endangered Mercies, may 
be conveye) unto us another Way, If the 


Bleffing itſell be obtained, it matters little, how 


it is cos ed. Now, our Dependence | in 
_ God for the Bleffing itſelf, (wh! oh 


without Number i to ast it, te Do 
te :now not one) tho'the 2 Way of Com- 


munication be cut off, we are not e 
fraid. There are einer Paſſa aſſages 
and we hope to receive the principal 


port, in the Caſe of the three Children 


Muel, againſt on cruel Decree of Nebuthad- 
nezzar, If ye worſhip not the golden Tmage, * 


bal be'ca cat the ſan Hour into the midſt” 


deliver you out” 6 ey 
careful to anſwer Nebuthadrcuzas in this Mat- 
ter, becauſe the Me 


to them) mien be Accra notwitk 


F DT Feel? 


thtd* ſome of them. This was Matter of One 


Furnace; and who 175 that God that "ſhalt N 


cy (if their heavenly Fa- 
ther ſhould judge a longer Life a real Mercy 


Fit beſo, our God whom we ſerve, is ahl to 


delfey 1 us 1 fb TINY fiery Furnace; * 


* D 


dan there is to be fear'd from the feeble .. 
Rage of thoſe whoſe tender Mercies are 5 


ne 


thi may ariſe from the ſanQify'd Improve- 
ment of the Evils with which we are threatned.. * * 
Could we look upon ſuch Evils as medicinal, „ 
as a wholſome Bitter de | 
ſpiritual Appetite, that's viciouſly turned from 
ſubſtantial Bleſſings, to an over-weaning Fond- 
neſs for earthly Things; could we hope, that 
the threatning Diſpenſation, like the Refiner's 
Fire, would purge awa 7 the Droſs only, re- 
ſtoring us to a greater Likeneſs to God, and 
letting us into a more intimate Communion 8 
with himſelf; were we ee we ſhould 
teap many real and valua 
very Evils, ſhould Man prevail againſt us; this 


be ill 1 deliver us our of thine Hand, O King. 
4. By opening to us the manifold rare "JE 


eſign d to mend our... | 


le Benefits by thoſe  _ 


would ſmooth the' deform'd Vikee of fuch 


Calamities, and make their Approach. leſs 
frightful.— Why now, a holy Confidence in 
God tells us thus much. We fall into fach 
Temptations, only if need be, And the Wrath. 
o Ms Man fall praiſe God (ſhew forth the Praiſe 
ithful Compaſſion towards us) and the 
Faber of Wrath (what would. not ſerve 
ſuch beneficial Purpoſes, as theſe) he ſhall re- 
ftrain. For this Cauſe, ſays the Apoſtle, We.” 
Faint not, but tho' our outward Man iſh, yet 25 
| the Sed Man is renewed Day by . ay.:,- For 
our light Million (ſpeaking of his 
from Men) which is but for a Moment, work#th- 


Your US 4 for more exceeding 470 eternal ale 
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Ph thoſe. Gier, 25 — which Fr F 5 


are imployed. Gur Fear is proportionable to 
our Love. W here our Love to any Merey is 


inordinate, our Fear of that which threatens 
the Loſs of it, will be inordinate too. Now, 


a holy Truſt in God tends to unfix our Hearts 


from this World, and tells us ſuch bleſſed 
Things of a better Country, that we are ra- 
ther weary of theſe deceitful Joy s, deſirous to 


be gone. And we are not Hoh diſturbed at 


what Man can do, while or Mercies within 
his Reach ate ſo trifling, compared to thoſe 
valuable and durable 'Bleffings above, which 
neither their Foley nor their Wrath can en- 


danger. 


6. By lefſening 4 thoſe t. | towering  Thoug its we 


are to entertain of Men. They who have 


their Hearts fixed, truſting in the ford medi- 


tate upon his Perfections as an Encouragemen 
to ſuch a Dependence. They repreſent: 18 
to their Minds as independent, and therefor 
Under no Temptation to deſert his People, 1 


order to ſecure his own Intereſt ; as !mmuta-, 


. whoſe Love and Care therefore they ma 


fafely rely upon, his unchangeable Promiſes 


ſtanding engaged for them, in every State and 
at all Times; as eternal, and therefore able to 


anſwer their ations, when Creatures die, 
and the Frattie of this viſible World ſhall 'be 
diſſdlved. This puts them in Mind of the vaſt 


Diſproportion between the Object of their 
H lope and Pears, What a dependent, mutable, 
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30 | AY Dſcnorſe a n e 
a Man is! How 3 to have 1 
ſuch a Place ! in their Dread ! And this ſhames | 1 1 170 99 
them out of the Inordinacy of the Paſſion 9 
which would otherwiſe enſlave them, to the 55 
e of their inward Fray and J „ 


SECT, Wh 


HERE this Truſt and Confidenge in in 
YY God is Arcere and regular. 
185 We ſhall not ks our Dependency up > 
an Opinion of our own Merit, or any 5 7 5 Is 
or neceflary Connection between t : 
truſting in God, and Help from . bat 
upon his > Fe and gracious Promiſe, who out 

of his infinite Compaſſion, and in regard 15 I 
his faithful en condeſeends to be 
the Rock and Saviour of thoſe that put 
their Truſt in him, Chriſtians, therefore, are 
exhorted 0 gird up the Loins of their Mind, 
fo be ſober, and to bope unto the End, for the 
Grace that is to be brought unto them at the 
Revelation of 22 Crit *, A Depe ndence 

that has our own Worthineſs as che Pais of 
x it, is corrupt and ſpurious, | OE I 
_ = We ſhall be animate to our Dut ; and 5 
3 made more active in the Service '0 God: 

D 7577 Man that bath this Hope, purif 's him- 
el even as God is pure, T. A Truft in 
which leaves us liſtleſs and ſluggiſn in 


« 


©. — 1 
: — >. 

oc — —— 
— — 


———— ͤ—ñ 
* 
= 
* ” 


* — FINES - 2 f 
2 9 8 HO Se OI N hd 
— — — —ñ—Ü—ꝑ—ññ—ů x at es — — 
— — — In — 
2 — wk 
<p, 5 TY - 
3 =p * J 
> Ss 


Those who 1 to * N in their Be 
pectations from God, and yet can lay dow 

nothing for theſe Proſpects, no Pledge of 
haha Obedience before-hand, ſhew the 
boy: a __ . ap ie Dep of the 


vils, tf the Tidings, of which 
we are afraid; rr ab- 
ſtain from every Thing that would . 
the expected Deliverance. None fo 

in their Application unto Means, as tho _— 
are moſt {anguine in their Hopes of Succeſs. 
That Truſt in God is only à Pretence, 
Excuſe to ERS our Sloth, and to caſe u 
af th Di 8 of the Means, G 
under upon 


tempts us to poet that Part which is incum+ | 


bent upon us, on to which. the W 18 
e b. 
" Where our De ependence 83 and res 
112 1 ; we ſhall not depend {> much upon the 

cans themſelves, as upon God working ei- 
ther by them, or without them. Thus Mor- 
decai, tho he intercedes with Eſther . for his 

- People, in cnres ber x een. 
 Abaſuerus,. as the moſt likely Means; yet his 
Truſt is not ſo much in Eftber, as in che God 


2 NN He orders a Copy « of the . 
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10 ey ie — to be ſhewn | unto Tee, 
and charges her to go in unto the King, to 
make Supplication unto him, and to makeR 

queſt before him for her People. But heb 
the ſeemed deſirous to decline the Service, be- 
cauſe of the Danger ; does he immediately | 
defpair ? No; but looks above her. If thou 
altogether holdef thy Peace at this Time, they 
ſhall their Enlargement and Deliverance ariſe 
From another Place; but thou and thy Father's 
'Houfe ſhall be d rey ed. And who knoweth, 
" ohether thou art not come fo the e fi 5 
| * a Time as this? n 


3% 4 


SECT. VI. 0 


| * E Rules to be chr ved, in or- 
der to be Confidence in God, 
as at Z all Times, fo at a Time, when we are 55 
afraid of evil Tidings from ee! are ſuch as 
theſe: iy 
Let us be much and diligent in the Study 
of our Bibles, Let the Word of God dwell 
| richly i in us. There is a ſweet Combination ; 
in all its Parts, to beget and cheriſh this Grace, 
It is mentioned as one grind Deſign for which 
the Scriptures were indited. Whatever Things | 
were written aforetime, were written for our 
Learning ;' that we thro" Patience and Ve | 
of the Scriptures, might have Hope „ ore 
Let us preſerve our Integrity. Let not pre- on 
* * iv. 8, 14. Þ Rom, xv. 4. 
| ſumptuous 
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* 2 a Holy 7 Taft i in 1 COD. * 
pon Sins have Dominion over us, It 
be difficult, it will be impoſſible to ee 

up 1 WT a lively Truſt in God, while Wwe. =. 
8 waging a deliberate War 401th God. "Ther: 4 
fore the Apoſtle. joins HolineG and Hope = 
gether, living godly. in this World, and 9 4 
for the bleſſed Ho 2 585 laid up for us in the, ' 
4 er +. They are both connected as Links- 9 

of the fame Chain, « All Sin, fays one, is | 
aguiſh Meat, it diſpoſes the Soul that tams 4 
pers with it, to ee cars and Shakings A 
of Heart.” 2 

Be. importunate in Prayer to obtain this 9 
Grace. St. Paul thought it of ſuch vaſt Im- 
portance, that by his 'Good-will none ſhould. 3 
be without it, without the higheſt Degree of | | } 
it; and therefore is earneſt with God for the. 1 
converted Romans, that hey might be filled with 
all Hope and Peace i in believing, that * mig f. 1 
= in Hope, ew the Power of the Hay Y 
hoſt, 2 
24 encourage our pelkeping Addreſſes: to. 
God, even for temporal Mercies, we ſhall add a, 
Word or two in this F Place, concerning, the Ef- 
ficacy of Prayer, in the Words of a * 43 
learned Writer. 

« God, indeed, Hach not the Paſſions of® 
Man; ; and therefore he is not to be moved by 3 
P rayers and Entr aties, as Men are. But _— 
tho, he hath not the Paſſions: of a Man, he. 
wy the Wiſdom of 2 wiſe. and good Gover- _ 

And as he hath commanded us to pray, 7 
me. Titus i i. 3. 3 Ram, xv. 13. 
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1 to as it, | * * E WW 
the'due Performance of this Duty,  Bleflings 
temporal as well as ſpiritual, * 


$97 wwe are 


directed to pray for the former, is moſt er. 


dent. For when we pray for our daily Bread, 
we pray for temporal Bleffings, as for Rain and 
fruitful Seaſons, for Succeſs in our Occup 
tions and Callings, and the like; fo it is, den 
we pray for Deliverance front our Enettiies; 
from Afffictions and Calamities, for alt which 
there are Directions in Scripture. Now it 
ſeems a natural Inference from our being com- 


manded to aſk theſe Things from God, that 


our Prayers will do ſomething towards obtain 
ing them; and the Style of Scripture imports as 
much. t, and it ſhall be given you; ſiet, 


and ye ſhall fr; knock, and it ſhall be” opened ; 
unto you, Fur every one asheth, rereiveth; and 


= that ſeeketh,' findeth ; and to tim that Berk. 
it ſhall be open d, *. But it is moſt ex- 

prey aſſerted by St. Fames, g Ye have not be 

cauſe ye art nor; or, ' becauſs ye a 2 


And the e ecrudl, fervent © Pra er of +” 7 £ 
Theſe” Vaſt. 1 

ges, with 1 that are eaſy to be met With, 

Mew plainly that the Prayer of the upright is 


righteous N. # avallech much: 


ſtrictly and properly ly efficacious with'C od; me 


it hath the Efficlacy of a Condition or . 5 
cation, by which God Hath determined ih the” 5 
Wiſdom of his Providence, tõ grant many. 


Things to thoſe that ask tim, Which he will 4 


* Lukexi,g, + Fams iv. 2, 3. and Chap, v. 16. 0 5 
NO 


4 


"Ib r6. als by 
e 
N 


4 5 Naß 5 So. 


not grant ene ne — age 
eaſy to make ſceptical Men enter into this No- 
tion. True, God hath not left every Thing 
to depend rn This he = 
could not do, without reſig e * 
Authority out of his ow ds, into 
Hands of his Creatures. But that nothing dee 8 
pen een chain; cx thet it will-kn-jn gle” 
ſes equally the ſame Thing, Whether we pray, 
7 mate while it alone, no e. 
y ſhow. For there are a Tho 

— in which the Hand of God ma 
 imployed i in ſending Good or Evil, which | 
that In Wave Gad D al 

t nequality obſervable in (a 
with reſpect to this World, there 2.8 " i 
ſo much Regard paid to Piety, as to . 7 
e » god. make. it 0 


* * — p _ 


* 


1 e on 


Men, we have the Evidence of his Word; tl 
his Word is not the leſs to be relied on, be- 
cauſe he. fulfills it in ſuch a Manner, as to 
leave room for the Exerciſe of Faith, and 
Truſt in him, which is the proper Work of wt. 
Chriſtian, in gry State of Trial. 8 But to re- 
Be much i in the Exerciſe ab this Cas. 
Upon every returning Occaſion, endeavour . to 
ſtir up yourſelves to truſt in God. Repeated 
Acts ſtrengthen the Habit. What the Pro- 
Phet ſpeaks of ſpiritual Knowledge, Then ſhalt 
ye know, if ye follow on to know the Lord , is 
equally true in the Caſe before us. Then hall 
we truſt in the Lord, if we follow on to truſt” 
in him. Our Dependence will grow Rronger $a 
and ſtronger by frequent Exerciſe. © 
Let us treaſure up the paſt Experiences, we 
have had, of God's providential Interpoſitions 
in Times of Danger. This'T recall to my mind, 
therefore have I Rows +. David would nine 
have been more diſmày'd at the big Looks and 
diſdainful Deportment of that proud Goliah; 7 
Had not the Remembrance of paſt Salvations 
__ encouraged his Faith. The Lord tba delivered . 
me out of the Paw of the Lion, and out of the 
Paw of the Bear, be will deliver "me out of the 
Hand of this Phil Hine ||. When the Fſalmſt 
takes a Review f what God Had done for 
him in his former Diſtreſs; how he had heard 
his Prayer, baffled the Defign of his Enemies; 


* Zoſea. vi. 3. I Lam, iii. 21. 1 Sam. xvii, 179 | 


_ 


* 
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| and eee, his 11. W ene . was bue- N 1 
à Step between him and Death; he encofra-/ 14 
ges himſelf to truſt in God, and to triumph 
in that Truſt. I is better to truſt in the Lord, 

ban to put Confidence in Man; it is better 68 
truſt in the Lord, than to put Confidence i in Prin- 
ces. The Lord is on my Side, I will not „„ 

vbat Man can do unro ne. The Lord taketh 
my Part with them that help me; therefore ſhall 

Ie my Deßre upon them that hate me w. 

Remember, that our real Danger is not ac- 1 

| cording to Man' s Threatnings, but * God s Pur- 
2 poſes. What the wicked reſolve to do a- 
enter band may determine to reverſe. The 
rophet is ordered to rebuke . N 4 
very Score. Take Heed and be quier; fear not, . | 

N neither be faint hearted, for the two Tail of theſe 0 

Mage pike oo 3. or the fierce Anger of Re. 

Lin with Syria, and of the Son of Remalibh; Be. 
cauſe Ephraim, Syria, and the Son bf Remaliah ndnd 
have taken evil Counſel againſt thee, ſaying, Ter 

ws go tp againſt Judah, and vex it, and let us. | 

make a Breach therein for us, and 2 a King in 

the midlt of it, ven the Son of Tabeal+. i. e. Fear | 
notwiththat Amatement or Fear, which weak- 

ens, and has Torment. Let not Fear betray tge 
Succours which Reaſon and 8 offer for | 
tliy Support. For the very which Las 1 
thought moſt rade 5 the Ground ; 
of their Defeat, viz the Depth of their De. —_ 


" 


figns, and the Height of their Hopes. They 
00 AY ** * 56 ; = of 
E 2 wr: . -.-- 


—_— 


froe Years foal 2 be broken, that it he 
not a 251 


ty pow Li and ys 
girdeth on his Harneſs, * a by that 
0 it off. And RY 3 Benhadad 
heard this Meſſage, he faid unto his Servants, 

Set yourſelves in Array; and they ſet chem 

ſelves in Array againſt ot the. City; yet che 
Sword of Divine Vengeance is turned from 
¶ael upon him and he Armies. And behold, 
there came a Prophet unto Ahab, Kin 5 rael, 


hing, Thus ſaith the Lord, haft the ſeen a 


this great Multitude ? Behold, I will deliver 
it into thine Hand this Day, and thou” ſhalt 
nom that I am the Lord. And Abab aid, 
By whom? And he ſaid, Thus faith the 1 rd, 
even by the young . of the Princes of the 
Provinces. Then he ſaid, Who fhall order the 
| Battle? Aud be 
number d the young. Men of the Princes of the 


/ 
U — 


fared, Thou. — Then „6 


Provinces, and they were two hundred an 
thirty tuo: And For them he war” 4 
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we OP 05 ” | afl the Chillin 1e 9 
ing ſeven thou and. -— Aud they flow ewe one” 
* N tnd the Syrians" fled, 1d Met 
. 42 he Ky 
5 ed on a the Horſemen. 
Ind Eng of Iſrael went out, and ſpiate the 
4 Af es and Gori, and few. the Hriaus with 
La Slaughter, * 

„Thus the the preſent State of Aﬀatrs, whe: 
ther at Home or Abroad may have (oy 
ſed ſome amongſt us, with too peat gh a. 
of Fear; yet let this be our bell iy bn 

O they that. ſaveſt, "thy Right Had, | 
| which put their Truft in thr Pe thaſt "at 3 

Hſe up againſt them, ſhew us thy mar ue 
loving Kindneſs. Thou chat t delivered, © 
| dot 0 deliver, and we truſt and pray that hom 

Wilt yet deliver us. Deliver us from all our 

| Fears, Say unto us, as thou didſt uno thy 

People Iſrael, Thus ſaith the LORD , your Rev _ 
3 the holy One of Hul, for your Sake 

I have "ſent fo 2 and have brought dum 
all their Nobles and the Caldeans, whoſe Cry is © 
in the Ships. Tam the Lord, yeur hol One, 
the Creator of .1ſr hel, your King __ when N 
I have performed my whole Work upon 

1 _ Zion, and on your Jeruſalem, I will 
iſh the Fruit of the flout Heart 0 7 the King 

L Aris and the. Za 2, gh Looks. 

| thr be jou, By the Strength of my Hund 1 
11, an by my Wiſs os for Tam BE: 
ee 1 Kings xx. 20206, 04. l 34 . 
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Man. Therefore ſoall the Lord, the Lord of 
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s Ghry he ſhall kindk & Burning, like” 
the Burning f a Fire. And the Light of 
T/rael ſhall be for a Fire, and bis holy One a. 
a Flame; and it foal burn and devour. hit 
Thorns and his Briers in one Day : And all 7 55 


under 


—— — — 


: £3 VG 2 — 
— 1 — 2 xa 
"I IT Err * 


3 td T W 4 . . Bou * of "ry 
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T have Re down the Inhabitants like a wahant 


conſume the Glory of his Foreſt Þ+. For, 250 
unto them that Tek deep to hide their Counſel 
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Dark, and they ſay, Who feeth us? and wha. 
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of him that made it, He 
#7 the Thing framed ſay of 


im that Hamed it, it & gk 2 eee | 


fide down ſhall. be efteen 
for ſhall the Wark fa i 


made. it not? or / 
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